
SMALL GROUP SERMON OUTLINE 

INTRODUCTION:   

In today’s passage, Jesus attends a banquet in the home of a Pharisee. There’s a lot of big talking going 

on, a lot of showboating, a lot of clamoring for the best viewing seats. Jesus uses this setting as an 

opportunity to teach some valuable lessons: There’s a 

great party coming. Invitations are going out. Will you be invited, and will you accept the invitation?       

I. SCRIPTURE 

A. JESUS HEALS A MAN WITH DROPSY (SEVERE SWELLING). 

[Luk 14:1 NIV] 1 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was 

being carefully watched. 

Notice some things about the setting of this event: 

- This is another SABBATH 

- The party is at the house of a PHARISEE. 

- He’s a PROMINENT Pharisee. 

- Jesus is being CAREFULLY WATCHED. 

[Luk 14:2 NIV] 2 There in front of him was a man suffering from abnormal swelling of his body. 

This man has a serious illness that has caused edema – fluid buildup. The most likely cause of such a 

condition would be congestive heart failure, liver failure or kidney failure. It was often a sign of some 

sinful habits: Alcoholism would cause this, so would sexually transmitted diseases. 

The man would be considered unclean. Pharisees would normally stay away. So this is likely a setup. 

[Luk 14:3 NIV] 3 Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or 

not?" 

This was a brilliant question from Jesus because it forced them to face their legalism. 

If they say it’s unlawful then… 

If they say it’s lawful then… 

[Luk 14:4-6 NIV] 4 But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed him, and sent him on 

his way. 5 Then he asked them, "If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath 

day, will you not immediately pull it out?" 6 And they had nothing to say. 

B. JESUS GIVES WISE ADVICE ABOUT ATTENDING BANQUETS. 

[Luk 14:7a NIV] 7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table… 

The Pharisees were carefully watching Jesus, but he was also carefully watching them! 



EXPLANATION: 

In the Jewish culture, when you attended a feast… 

[Luk 14:7b-11 NIV] …he told them this parable: 

(NOTE: A parable can be a story or just word of advice. Here it’s just wise advice.)   

8 "When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more 

distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of you will come and 

say to you, 'Give this person your seat.' Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important 

place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to 

you, 'Friend, move up to a better place.' Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other 

guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 

be exalted." 

Jesus says humble yourself so someone doesn’t humble you. It’s just not the smart way to act! 

C. JESUS GIVES THE HOST ADVICE ABOUT THROWING PARTIES. 

[Luk 14:12-14 NIV]12 Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite 

your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite 

you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 

lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the 

resurrection of the righteous." 

Quit making your parties about what’s fun for you, or good business contacts. Make the parties 

mustard-seed-planting opportunities instead. Turn your parties into kingdom opportunities. 

Ideas: 

Jesus says if you do this: 1) you’ll be blessed; and 2) you’ll be repaid in eternity. 

C. JESUS DESCRIBES WHO WILL BE INVITED TO THE FINAL BANQUET. 

[Luk 14:15-24 NIV] 15 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, "Blessed is 

the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God." 

16 Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 

In that day there were two invitations sent… 

17 At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for 

everything is now ready.' 18 "But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought 

a field, and I must go and see it. 

Please excuse me.' 

19 "Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. Please 

excuse me.' 

20 "Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.' 



21 "The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry 

and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the 

crippled, the blind and the 

lame.' 

(Notice the owner is angry because they’ve rejected his invitation. Who does the owner 

represent? _______________  The owner says, “Go invite the people who never get invited to such 

things.” ) 

22 " 'Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.' 

23 "Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come 

in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my 

banquet.' " 

II. APPLICATION 

A. ORIGINAL MEANING OF THE BANQUET STORY 

Jesus was directing this story at these hypocritical Jewish leaders. They are the primary audience. There 

are lessons here for us, but don’t miss his original intent. God told the Jewish people for centuries 

there’s a party coming. They all said, “Great, can’t wait! I’ll be there!” But when the hour came, and the 

Son of Man said, “I’m here,” many of those originally invited made excuses. They refused to accept the 

invitation to join Jesus. So God said, “Fine. Invite all the Jews that have been rejected by the elite. Invite 

the fishermen, tax collectors, and sinners. Tell them I don’t care if they can’t pay me back. I want them 

to come.” And when there was still room, he said, “Go outside of Israel, out where the real scoundrels 

are, the Gentiles. Persuade them that they too are invited. We will make heaven crowded. But that 

original elite with their excuses won’t get a taste of heaven.” 

B. UNDERSTAND WHO GETS INTO HEAVEN 

1) Not the Rule Keeper. 

2) Not the Self-Promoter. 

3) Not the Excuse Maker. 

Who will get in? Those who realize they are spiritually poor, spiritually sick, and unworthy of the 

invitation, but who trust the word of the inviter, receive the invitation, and come to the party! 

C. WHICH CHARACTER ARE YOU? 

(1) Maybe you’re the servant inviting people for the master. What a privilege and a 

responsibility!  Remember, Servant: Everyone is invited. Look especially for those who recognize their 

spiritual bankruptcy. Your master didn’t tell you who will accept; he just said invite them all. So stay on 

mission, don’t get distracted, and keep inviting. 

(2) Maybe you’re like those who’ve been making excuses. You’ve had every privilege; you’ve heard the 

Gospel hundreds of times. And yet you’ve never received the invitation. At some point the opportunity 

to say yes to the banquet will have passed. 



 

 

(3) Maybe you relate with those in the story who are poor, crippled, lame, and blind. You’ve not come to 

the banquet because you can’t believe it’s really for you. Good News: God loves to invite people who 

recognize they are spiritually bankrupt. Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

Kingdom of Heaven.” But you must believe in his word – that you’re truly invited – and receive 

the invitation. 

INVITATION 

John 3:16: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him 

will not perish but have everlasting life. 

Is there anyone not included in “whoever”? Jesus died on a cross to pay for your sins. Can you believe 

his grace is greater than all your sin, and that Christ’s invitation is for you? The Bible says he’s personally 

knocking on the door of your heart inviting you. 

[Rev 3:20 NIV] 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 

door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me. 

He wants a personal relationship with you. Will you receive the invitation today? Turn from your sins, 

confess him as Lord, and be baptized into him. 

The banquet is ready. You’re invited! Will you come today 

 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Breaking the Silence on Legalism 

In Luke 14:3-4, Jesus asks a pointed question about healing on the Sabbath, and the religious leaders 

remain silent. Why do you think we sometimes find it easier to stick to "religious rules" rather than 

showing compassion to someone in need? 

Scripture: "Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, 'Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?' 

But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed him, and sent him on his way" (Luke 

14:3-4 NIV). 

2. The Danger of Self-Promotion 

Jesus observes guests "picking the places of honor" and warns against exalting ourselves. In our modern 

world (social media, workplace, etc.), what are some subtle ways we "clamor for the best seats," and 

how can we practice true humility instead? 

Scripture: "For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 

be exalted" (Luke 14:11 NIV). 

3. Expanding Your Circle 



Jesus challenges His host to invite people who cannot repay the favor. How can we turn our everyday 

social gatherings or "parties" into "kingdom opportunities" for those who are often overlooked or 

marginalized?. 

Scripture: "But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will 

be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous" 

(Luke 14:13-14 NIV). 

4. Identifying Modern Excuses 

In the parable, the invited guests gave excuses involving property, work, and family to avoid the 

banquet. What are the "good things" in your life right now that most often distract you from saying 

"yes" to God's daily invitations? 

Scripture: "But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must 

go and see it. Please excuse me.' Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way 

to try them out. Please excuse me.' Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come'" (Luke 14:18-20 

NIV). 

5. The Heart of the Master 

The owner of the house became angry at the rejection but responded by expanding the invitation to the 

"streets and alleys". What does this tell us about God’s desire for "a crowded heaven" and His heart for 

those who feel unworthy?. 

Scripture: "Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to 

come in, so that my house will be full'" (Luke 14:23 NIV). 

6. Responding to the Knock 

The outline mentions that Jesus is personally knocking on the door of our hearts. What does "opening 

the door" look like in your life this week, and what is one practical way you can live as a "servant" who 

invites others to the table?. 

Scripture: "Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 

come in and eat with that person, and they with me" (Revelation 3:20 NIV). 

 

 


