Port Charlotte Sermon QOutline

I. INTRODUCTION

God created us for community. He designed us to grow — not in isolation — but together.
A. The Early Church as a Model of Community

Acts 2:42-47 says,

They [those early Christians] devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and
had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had
need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being
saved.

We want to imitate the activities and attitudes of this Early Church. We see them doing
several things.

1) We see them praising God. We want to be great worshippers and Grow In His Presence.
This is what we talked about last week. The importance of this weekly gathering we are in
right now.

2) We see them fellowshipping together. Let’s Grow With His People. They had deeper
personal relationships that helped spur each other on in the faith.

3) We see them caring for one another and the lost — pursing his mission. Let’s Grow
Toward His Purpose.

Today, we’ll focus on the second area of involvement: Fellowshipping together. Let’s Grow
With His People.

In verse 46 we learn that the Early Church didn’t just gather in large worship settings like
this one — they also shared life together in homes. They gathered around tables, shared
meals, and did so with glad and sincere hearts. Scripture says they enjoyed the favor of all
the people. The Early Church wasn’t just a crowd — they were a family. Community was
an essential pillar for their spiritual growth. And God desires for us to experience the same
kind of important community and spiritual growth that comes from it, today.

B. God Loves Us Too Much to Leave Us Where We Are

Pastor and author Max Lucado once said, “God loves you just the way you are — but He
refuses to leave you that way.”



That’s great news for us, because none of us should want to stay exactly the same. We don’t
want to remain stuck in the same worries, the same struggles, or the same spiritual
patterns. We want to become better spouses, better parents, more influential neighbors,
and stronger followers of Jesus. One of the best ways God changes us and grows us, is
through community with other believers.

Having the right people in your life will help you grow in every area of your life.

II. THE TENSION: DISTRACTIONS PULL US FROM COMMUNITY

A. Distractions that steal our focus

There are always lesser things that distract us away from deep fellowship with God’s
people. Maybe you’ve been distracted by...

* Busy schedules

* Emotional exhaustion

* Fear of rejection

* Past hurt

* Comfort

* The lie that we don’t need others as we live out our faith

The Early Church treated fellowship as essential—not optional. And when some believers
in this Early Church began drifting from the habit of gathering together, when lesser
things began distracting them from an important thing, a loving reminder was written to
encourage them back to fellowship so they could Grow With God’s People.

II1. Here’s How relationships help us grow

A. In Hebrews 10:24-25 we read this reminder,

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one

another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

B. Let’s break this down into applicable steps for how we can grow with His people, just
like the Early Church:

1) Inspire others

Verse 24 says we should, “Spur one another on towards love and good deeds.”



You need people in your life who will inspire and motivate you. And you need to have
people in your life that you will inspire and you will motivate. It’s a two way road.

Whether you’re a new Christian or a seasoned Christian, part of your job is to spur others
on in loving and serving. This means you should be investing in someone else.

The best way to invest in someone else is through a meaningful relationship with them.

2) Gather consistently

Verse 25 says we’re to “not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing.”
Who you are around the most are going to be the biggest influencers in your life.

3) ENcourage faithfully

Verse 25 says to “encourage one another”

You need people in your life who will lift you up. You need people in your life who will put
their arm around you after a hard day, when there’s tough news, or discouraging

circumstances.

1 Thessalonians 5:11 says, “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just
as in fact you are doing.”

A few verses later is says in verse 14, “...encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be
patient with everyone.”

IV. Practical Ways to Do THIs
1) Commit to finding community

To do this you have options. At New Day we have all kinds of groups to help you get started
in this direction. We have:

* Care Groups — ones like Grief Share or Divorce Care

* Bible Study Groups — That have Scripture-based discussions and usually meet in homes
(just like the Early Church!)

* Activity Groups — Connections through sports, fishing, coffee, crocheting

e Men’s and Women’s Groups



https://www.ndcchurch.com/groups
https://www.ndcchurch.com/groups
https://www.ndcchurch.com/groups
https://www.ndcchurch.com/groups

*Parents, you need to know we have small groups for your teens at Mid-Week. And we
have groups for your elementary aged Kids at the same time as our worship service in

the Kid’s Wing.
2) Commit to building community
* Invite someone to your small group

* Consider branching your healthy small group so you can multiply and take in new folks
looking for a group

* Lead a small group
* Host a small groups in your home

The BIG Question:

How can you make sure you are growing with God’s people?

Port Charlotte Small Group Discussion Questions
1. The Power of "Shared Life"

Scripture: “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts...” — Acts 2:46 (NIV)

e Question: The early church met in both large groups (temple) and small groups (homes).
What is the difference for you between attending a large worship service and sharing a
meal in someone’s home?

e Leader Prompt/Follow-up: Why do you think "glad and sincere hearts" are more easily
fostered in a smaller setting than a large crowd?

2. Overcoming the "Isolation Itch"

Scripture: “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,
not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing...” — Hebrews 10:24-25a
(NIV)

e Question: The outline mentions several "distractions" (like busy schedules or past hurts)
that pull us away from community. Which of these—or others—do you find most
challenging to overcome when life gets busy?


https://www.ndcchurch.com/students
https://www.ndcchurch.com/connect-kids

e Leader Prompt/Follow-up: How can we tell the difference between a "season of rest"
and a "habit of giving up" on meeting together?

3. The Art of "Spurring"

Scripture: “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds...” — Hebrews 10:24 (NIV)

e Question: To "spur" someone implies a gentle nudge toward action. Who is someone in
your life who "spurs" you to be a better person or follower of Jesus? What do they do that
makes such a positive impact?

e Leader Prompt/Follow-up: Since this is a "two-way road," who is one person you could
intentionally invest in or nudge toward "good deeds" this week?

4. Faith Through Discouragement

Scripture: “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are
doing.” — 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NIV)

e Question: We all face "hard days" or "tough news." Can you share a time when a fellow
believer put their arm around you (literally or figuratively) and helped you stay strong?

e Leader Prompt/Follow-up: Verse 14 tells us to "encourage the disheartened." How can
our group better recognize when someone among us is feeling weak or discouraged?

S. Intentional Influence
Scripture: “..not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging
one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” — Hebrews 10:25 (NIV)

e Question: The outline states that "who you are around the most will be the biggest
influencers in your life." Looking at your current "inner circle," how are those
relationships shaping your spiritual growth?

e Leader Prompt/Follow-up: If we want to become "stronger followers of Jesus," what
practical changes might we need to make in how we prioritize our time with other
believers?

6. Taking the Next Step

Scripture: “They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need... And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved.” — Acts 2:45, 47b (NIV)

e Question: The early church grew because they were a family, not just a crowd. Of the
"Practical Ways" mentioned (finding community, building community, or leading),
which one feels like your logical next step?



o Leader Prompt/Follow-up: If you are already in a healthy group, how can we
"multiply" or "branch" to make sure there is room for new people who are looking for a
place to belong?

North Port Sermon Outline

INTRODUCTION

We are continuing in our series “Let’s Grow”. Last week we talked about the importance
of “Growing in His Presence”. Gathering for worship matters.

This week we are going to talk about God’s call for us to “Grow with His People”.
SCRIPTURE

Our core passage for this series is Acts 2:42-47

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of

bread and to prayer.... All the believers were together and had everything in common. They
sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad
and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added
to their number daily those who were being saved.

The first Christians gathered around the Gospel message and lived life together.

They didn’t just gather in large groups for worship, they gathered in homes, they shared
meals and cared for each other’s needs.

The church didn’t grow because it was flashy or impressive... It grew because they were
faithfully connected to each other as God designed.

God did not design spiritual growth to happen in isolation; He designed it to happen
through relationships with Him and His people.

Hebrews 10:23-24 “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is
faithful.” And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds”

God knows how hard it is to stay the course and remain faithful, so He designed us for
community to carry the troubles of life together.

But, you can’t be cared for if you never let someone into your life.

Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”



God never intended His church to just be comfortable; He designed it to be formative.

You need Christian relationships to encouraging you when you’re tired and ready to give
up.

To speak truth to you when you’re wrong.
You can’t stay sharp alone.

Hebrews 10:25 Do not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

When we consistently avoid relationships with God’s people encouragement stops, our
discernment dulls, and our joy fades.

Community with God’s people isn’t supposed to be optional, it our protection, they
encourage us and keep us focused on Christ’s return.

APPLICATION

Who are you growing with?

If you don’t have a group of believers you are growing with, here are some simple ways to
find one.

1. Join a Small Group

There are over 102 different groups at New Day across our three campuses, with many
more starting in coming weeks.

We have:

- Family Bible studies...

- Men’s groups

- Women’s groups

- Care groups for widows and widowers.

- Divorce care groups.

- Activity groups

- Student ministry
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- College ministry

If you don’t have growing Christian relationships, find a community to grow with.

2. Become a Group Leader

If you’re a member of New Day and have seen the blessing of living life with God’s people,
consider opening your home and becoming a group leader. Answer the call to encourage
Gods people.

CONCLUSION

If anyone could have gone through life alone and carried the weight of life by himself, it
was Jesus.

But Scripture tells us on the night he was betrayed.
Matthew 26:37-38 “ He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began
to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to

the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”

If the Son of God needed the presence, prayers and comfort of his friends, how much more
do we need each other.

God designed you to grow with His people.

So will you surrender and grow towards Him with His people.

Nort Port Small Group Discussion Questions
1. Living Life Together

Scripture: "Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts" (Acts 2:46 NIV).

e Question: The early church didn't just meet for a weekly service; they shared their daily
lives and meals. What makes it challenging to move beyond "Sunday-only" relationships,
and what is one small way you could invite someone from the church into your
"everyday" life this week?

e Leader Prompt: If the group is quiet, share a time when a simple, non-religious activity
( like grabbing coffee or watching a game) helped you feel more connected to a fellow
believer.


https://www.ndcchurch.com/college-age-ministry

2. The Danger of Isolation

Scripture: "And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,
not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching"” (Hebrews 10:24-25 NIV).

e Question: We are told that spiritual growth was never designed to happen in isolation.
When you feel like "giving up" on meeting with others, what are the usual distractions or
excuses that get in the way? How does having a community protect you from those
hurdles?

e Leader Prompt: Follow up by asking, "How has someone in this group or another
Christian 'spurred you on' recently when you felt like slowing down?"

3. Staying Sharp
Scripture: "As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another" (Proverbs 27:17 NIV).

e Question: Growth often involves "sharpening," which can sometimes feel uncomfortable
or convicting. Why is it important to have friends who love you enough to speak truth to
you even when you're wrong?.

e Leader Prompt: Ask the group to discuss the difference between "judgmentalism" and
the "sharpening" described in this verse.

4. Carrying Life's Troubles

Scripture: "Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful"
(Hebrews 10:23 NIV).

e Question: The sermon mentions that God designed community to help us "carry the
troubles of life together". Why is it often difficult for us to let people into our lives when
we are struggling?.

e Leader Prompt: Remind the group that "you can't be cared for if you never let someone
into your life". Ask, "What is one 'trouble' we can pray for as a group tonight?"

5. Following the Example of Jesus

Scripture: "He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be
sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, 'My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point
of death. Stay here and keep watch with me'" (Matthew 26:37-38 NIV).

e Question: If Jesus, the Son of God, sought the presence and comfort of his friends during
His darkest hour, why do we often feel like we have to "have it all together" on our own?.

e Leader Prompt: Ask, "How does seeing Jesus’ vulnerability in this passage change the
way you view your own need for friends?"

6. Taking the Next Step



Scripture: "And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved" (Acts 2:47
NIV).

e Question: With over 102 different groups available at New Day, there is a place for
everyone to belong. Based on the types of groups mentioned (Care, Men/Women,
Activity, etc.), which area of your life currently feels like it needs the most "sharpening'
or support? .

e Leader Prompt: For those already in a group, ask: "Is God calling you to move from
being a participant to potentially opening your home as a leader?".

Sarasota Sermon Outline

We are continuing our sermon series called Let’s Grow. Today we will be looking at 2 primary
passages: Acts 2:42-47 and Hebrews 10:23-25.

It’s clear from the Hebrews passage that Jesus’s return, “the Day” as the Bible refers to it is
“approaching.”

What does it mean for our lives that Jesus’s return is quickly approaching?

Let’s read Acts 2:42-47 and then look at Hebrews 10:24-25 and consider what God would have
us to do since Jesus will be back soon, but we don’t know the day or the hour.

Acts 2:42-47

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of

bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed
by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and
sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to
their number daily those who were being saved.

Now you may be thinking: Wait a minute. They “were together and had everything in common.
They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.”

Yes, many of the early Christians sold of their surplus to share with those who had found
themselves in an unusual time of need.

But notice also that they “broke bread in their homes and ate together.” They had stuff and they
respected God-given property rights.



They were generous but they were certainly not communistic.

Let’s continue to review this passage from Acts 2, along with Hebrews 10:23-25, and consider 3
vital experiences for growth practiced by the early church.

They devoted themselves to the fellowship.

The focus here is the church gathering. It included coming together to love and encourage each
other.

What were they really doing here?
1. They worshipped with the church.

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,

They met together in large and small groups. They ate together. They fellowshipped together.
They enjoyed being with each other.

2. They grew closer to God and each other in small groups.

They also grew together. That’s a by-product of living life together and it has a biblical basis
too.

Let’s go to our passage in Hebrews now.

Hebrews 10:23-25

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as
you see the Day approaching.

A purpose of meeting together, in large and small groups, is encouragement.

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds

encouraging one another

Sometimes we think about attending church service or going to group to help ourselves. It’s easy
to think: “I’m good. I already know enough. I attended Christmas Eve. Everybody needs a

break.”

Some of the Christians in the early church were thinking similarly.



“I am a leading Christian. I know a lot. I don’t need to go to church . . . . It’s hard being a
Christian. You get made fun of. It can cost you financially . . . . Maybe I should just go back to
an easier life, a church group that asks less of me, a less demanding lifestyle.”?

God used the author of Hebrews to say basically: “Keep meeting together to encourage each
other . . . and don’t forget Jesus is coming back soon.”

3. They watched for Jesus’s return together.
Here are three ways to grow with God’s people this year, in 2026.
1) Worship with the church.

This is what Rusty spoke about last week. So, I won’t try to preach his sermon again. If you
missed it, I would encourage you to go back and re-watch it on our website.

Attend church service weekly. Come ready to worship. Come not just to receive from God and
others but also to share with your church family.

Sarasota Small Group Discussion Questions
1. The Power of Consistency

Scripture: "They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and to prayer.” — Acts 2:42 (NIV)

e Question: The early church didn't just attend meetings; they "devoted" themselves to
these four things. Which of these four areas (teaching, fellowship, breaking bread, or
prayer) do you find easiest to stay devoted to, and which one currently feels like a
challenge?

e Leader Prompt/Follow-up: How does our modern definition of "church attendance"
differ from the "devotion" we see in this verse? What is one small step we can take to
move from just attending to being truly devoted?

2. Navigating Modern Community

Scripture: "Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,” — Acts 2:46 (NIV)

e Question: The early believers balanced large-scale gatherings (temple courts) with
intimate home gatherings. Why do you think both types of environments are necessary
for us to grow "closer to God and each other" today?



e Leader Prompt/Follow-up: Some people prefer the anonymity of a large crowd, while
others prefer the intimacy of a small group. What do we miss out on if we only
participate in one or the other?

3. The Heart of Generosity

Scripture: "All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property
and possessions to give to anyone who had need." — Acts 2:44-45 (NIV)

e Question: In the sermon, we noted that these believers still respected property rights but
were moved by "unusual times of need." How can we, as a small group, better recognize
when someone among us (or in our community) has a genuine need that requires us to be
"radically generous"?

e Leader Prompt/Follow-up: Generosity isn't just about money. What are some "non-
financial" possessions we might be hesitant to share with others in the church?

4. Holding Fast in Difficult Seasons

Scripture: "Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful."
— Hebrews 10:23 (NIV)

e Question: The phrase "unswervingly" implies that there are things trying to knock us off
course. What are some of the modern pressures or "easier lifestyles" that tempt Christians
in 2026 to drift away from their commitment to Christ?

e Leader Prompt/Follow-up: When you feel your hope wavering, what specific truth
about God's faithfulness (mentioned at the end of the verse) helps you get back on track?

5. Spurring Each Other On

Scripture: "And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,"
— Hebrews 10:24 (NIV)

e Question: The word "spur" (or "provoke" in some translations) suggests a deliberate
nudge. Who is someone in your life who "spurs" you to be a better person, and what is it
about their approach that actually works?

e Leader Prompt/Follow-up: How can we "consider" (think deeply about) each other's
needs this week so that our encouragement is specific rather than just a generic "have a
good week"?

6. The Urgency of Gathering

Scripture: "not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging
one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” — Hebrews 10:25 (NIV)



Question: It’s easy to think, "I know enough, I don't need to go this week." How does the
reality that "the Day" (Jesus's return) is approaching change the way you view your
weekly commitment to worship and fellowship?

Leader Prompt/Follow-up: If we view church as a place to "share" rather than just
"receive," how does that change our motivation to show up even when we are tired or
busy?




